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Chemical reform and the 

provider-patient relationship 
   
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chemical policy reform:  High stakes 
for health care providers 
 

The health of all Americans is the primary objective 

of chemical policy reform. That reform effort is now 

underway – and it has serious implications for 

doctors, nurses, and other health care providers. 
 

Any chemical policy reform should strengthen 

prevention of exposure to toxic chemicals, and 

facilitate the diagnosis and treatment of any 

chemical exposures that do take place.   
 

To ensure that health professionals can fully do their 

job, chemical reform must assure that:   
 

 You have ready access to information 

identifying chemicals suspected of causing 

illness in your patients; 

 

 You have access to health and safety 

information related to chemicals; and 

 

 You can raise community awareness about 

health impacts linked to chemical 

exposures without the threat of fines or 

prosecution. 
 

Only if these conditions are met can you identify 

symptoms and causes, properly diagnose, provide 

treatment for your patients and advise patients on 

preventative measures.  

 

 

 
 

 

What’s the issue? 
 

The law that regulates chemicals in circulation and 

new chemicals coming onto the market is being 

revised in Congress.  Unfortunately, the proposal 

currently under consideration in the House of 

Representatives (the “Chemicals in Commerce Act,” 

or CICA) fails to reduce exposure to hazardous 

chemicals in our air, water, and consumer products. It 

also fails to provide the special protections needed to 

protect the health of vulnerable populations like sick 

people, pregnant women, workers, children and hot-

spot communities.   
 

At the same time, CICA threatens the provider-patient 

relationship by restricting information flow and 

“gagging” concerned healthcare professionals.  

 

How does this bill jeopardize the 
provider-patient relationship? 
 

The Chemicals in Commerce Act restricts the flow of 

information that health care providers can access on 

chemical exposures.  It also prohibits health care 

providers from advocating on behalf of their patients.  
 

Under CICA, if a patient comes to you with an injury 

as a result of chemical exposure, you as a doctor, 

nurse or other practitioner are prohibited from 

speaking about the case with anyone not directly 

involved with diagnosis or treatment. 
 

It impedes your ability as a healthcare provider to 

treat patients for exposure to toxic substances, as it 

allows companies to withhold critical information on 

products’ chemical identity. 
 

The bill also “gags” you from sharing information 

with colleagues not directly involved in treating that 

patient.   



   

   

 

 

Other weaknesses in CICA 
 

Limits on access to information, and on your right to 

share public health information, is just one of the 

weaknesses in this proposed legislation.  From the 

perspective of health professionals, other egregious 

problems are: 

 

 The bill fails to protect vulnerable populations 

from exposures to toxic chemicals. 

 

 It ignores the National Academy of Sciences 

recommendations for how chemical safety should 

be assessed. 

 

 It won’t allow EPA to impose health-protective 

restrictions on chemicals that fail a safety review. 

 

 It supersedes state authority, curtailing stronger 

state chemical policy, now and in the future. 

 

 It violates the right of the public to know what 

toxic chemicals are contained in their products. 
 

What would positive reform look 

like? 
 

The medical community must have ready access to 

specific information on chemicals that might harm or 

otherwise affect public health. In the interest of 

effective treatment and prevention, this must be the 

case even when the identity of the chemicals involved 

is considered “confidential business information.” 
 

In order to fulfill your duties as a health professional, 

you need sufficient information on chemicals that the 

public encounters from accidental exposures, and also 

from routine use of everyday products, in order to 

determine whether particular exposures are relevant 

to your patients’ health or safety. 

 

 

What can you do? 
 

Contact your local PSR chapter to see how you can 

help stop or improve CICA by going to www.PSR.org. 

 

Contact your congressional representative.   Tell them 

that CICA does not protect your patients – and does 

not allow you to protect them, either.  Urge your 

representative to reject CICA and work to create truly 

health-protective reform.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

Get Involved! Anyone can become a 

member of PSR. If you share our goal of 

protecting our health from the threat of 

toxic chemicals, please join today! Visit 

us at www. PSR.org 

PSR ||  www.PSR.org  ||  1111 14
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