
 
 

   
   

   

   

 

   
   

  

Prevention + Health = 

Real Toxics Reform
   
   

 

 

 

The U.S. desperately needs a modern chemical 

policy that reduces health hazards and risks. 

Our country lags far behind most developed nations 

because it allows use of hazardous and untested 

chemicals in consumer products and other materials.  
 

It has been 37 years since Congress passed the Toxic 

Substances Control Act (TSCA) which was intended 

to ensure the safety of industrial chemicals. TSCA is 

an utter failure 

at protecting the 

public’s health 

from toxic 

chemicals.  

Since TSCA’s 

passage, rates of 

serious diseases 

like childhood 

cancer, breast 

cancer, asthma, 

autism, 

infertility, birth 

defects, learning 

disabilities and 

other health 
conditions have 

increased— not decreased as one might expect if the 

law were in fact health-protective.  

TSCA has been so weak that it has led to restriction 

on only five substances. If the U.S. is to improve 

health nationally, it must address environmental 

factors by preventing exposures to hazardous 

substances such as persistent, bio-accumulative, or 

toxic chemicals. 

 

 

 

 

The Chemical Safety Improvement Act (CSIA), 

currently before Congress, seeks to update TSCA. 

Unfortunately, the bill has major deficiencies, 

including: no deadlines; lack of protection for the 

most vulnerable in society; use of chemical testing 

methods that are outdated and not health 

protective; a crushing amount of process; and 

preemption of states’ authority to establish their 

own protective rules for chemicals, among other 

flaws. 

The bill also relies solely upon the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 

provides no support to retailers, communities, 

parents, and manufacturers seeking safer materials.  
 

PSR calls for the CSIA to be strengthened to 

protect health and support development of safer, 

more sustainable products.
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Here’s what a truly health-
protective law would do: 

 
 Require that chemicals be shown safe to remain 

in use, rather than require they be shown 
harmful to be removed. 
 

 Establish clear protections for children, 
pregnant women, workers, and hotspot 
communities heavily affected by pollution and 
toxic chemicals. 

 
 Preserve states' rights to regulate chemicals and 

to be more protective than federal standards. 
 
 Empower the EPA to move quickly on the 

worst chemicals, including bans and phase outs 
if necessary. 

 
 Utilize the best available science to assess 

chemical hazards. 
 
 Allow public access to chemical hazard 

information and data as a means to support 
innovation in the development of products that 
are safer and greener.  

 
 Incentivize industry to design hazards out of 

products in the first place. 
 
 

How can you get involved? 
 

We need to demand that policy makers rewrite the 

Toxic Substances Control Act to protect the public’s 

health. New toxics legislation must remove harmful 

chemicals from the marketplace and prevent new 

ones from being used without adequate advance 

testing. 

 
Go to http://tinyurl.com/PSR-Toxics to find out 

more about toxic chemicals and the campaign to 

reform US laws to protect the health of all 

communities.  
 

   

   
      
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Get involved! Anyone can become a 

member of Physicians for Social 

Responsibility. If you share our goal of 

protecting our health from the threat of 

toxic chemicals, please join today! Visit us 

at www.PSR.org 
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